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1 “House Resolution Recognizing the duty of the Federal Government to create a Green New Deal” 
https://cleantechnica.com/2019/02/08/heres-the-full-text-of-congress-green-new-deal-resolution-introduced-by-rep-alexandra-
ocasio-cortez/ This resolution is not intended as a legislative proposal or package of bills, but rather as a vision of what is necessary to 
address the dual crises of climate change and runaway inequality. 

https://cleantechnica.com/2019/02/08/heres-the-full-text-of-congress-green-new-deal-resolution-introduced-by-rep-alexandra-ocasio-cortez/
https://cleantechnica.com/2019/02/08/heres-the-full-text-of-congress-green-new-deal-resolution-introduced-by-rep-alexandra-ocasio-cortez/
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2 Jeremy Brecher, Joe Uehlein, and Ron Blackwell, “If Not Now, When: A Labor Movement Plan to Address Climate Change,” New 
Labor Forum, Fall 2014, http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/NLF541793_REV1.pdf.  

http://www.jeremybrecher.org/
https://www.labor4sustainability.org/the-climate-insurgency-trilogy/
https://www.labor4sustainability.org/the-climate-insurgency-trilogy/
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/NLF541793_REV1.pdf
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Part 1: Mobilize government 

3 Laurence L. Delina and Mark Diesendorf, “Is wartime mobilization a suitable policy model for rapid national climate mitigation?” 
Energy Policy, July 2013, http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103 presents World War II mobilization 
as a model for transition to a climate-safe economy. This approach is spelled out in greater detail in Laurence L. Delina, Strategies for 
Rapid Climate Mitigation (New York: Routledge, 2016). 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103
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Establish Green New Deal mobilization agencies 

 

It rationed such commodities as gasoline, heating oil, metals, rubber, paper, and 

plastics. 
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Use regulatory powers to freeze, phase-out, 
and replace all fossil fuel infrastructure 

4 For a review of such studies see Laurence L. Delina and Mark Diesendorf, “Is wartime mobilization a suitable policy model for rapid 
national climate mitigation?” Energy Policy, July 2013, section 2. Available at 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103. See also Robert Pollin, Heidi Garrett-Peltier, and James 
Heintz, Green Growth: A Program for Controlling Climate Change and Expanding U.S. Job Opportunities (Washington, DC: Center for 
American Progress, September, 2014), http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/PERI.pdf. See also Labor 
Network for Sustainability and Synapse Energy Economics, The Clean Energy Future. 
http://climatejobs.labor4sustainability.org/national-report/ For a comprehensive listing of studies on climate change mitigation, see 
IPCC, Special Report: Global Warming of 1.50C “References” for “Chapter 2: Mitigation Pathways Compatible with 1.5C in the Context 
of Sustainable Development” pp. 163ff. https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/02/SR15_Chapter2_Low_Res.pdf  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103
http://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/PERI.pdf
http://climatejobs.labor4sustainability.org/national-report/
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/02/SR15_Chapter2_Low_Res.pdf
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“

Use government to plan the transition 

           It will not require  
           nuclear energy, large-
scale modifications of earth 
systems through geo-
engineering, or carbon 
capture and storage, each of 
which is likely to be far 
slower, more costly, and 
more environmentally 
dangerous than rapid 
conversion to renewable 
energies and energy 
efficiency.  

“ 

” 
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5 For an analysis of the “equity curve” required to balance shorter- and longer-term reductions see John Humphries, “GHG Emissions 
Reduction Trajectories,” CT Roundtable on Climate and Jobs, July 15, 2015, 
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/gc3/member_communications/humphries_2015_0717b.pdf.  
6 Labor Network for Sustainability and Synapse Energy Economics, The Clean Energy Future. 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/gc3/member_communications/humphries_2015_0717b.pdf


18 STRATEGIES FOR A 
GREEN NEW DEAL 

Establish Green New Deal agencies for reorganizing economic 
sectors 

           Here, public climate  
           policies, industry-wide 
collective bargaining, and 
cooperation among 
businesses in the same 
industry need to go hand in 
hand.

“ 
” 

           Unions can be leaders  
           in bringing together 
the players for such a 
transformation if they are 
willing to put the universally 
shared need to protect the 
climate front and center in 
the design of the new energy 
system.

“ 

” 
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Use government to reshape the market 

7 For an example of a plan for worker friendly industry-wide transition see Jeremy Brecher, “Fixing Bad Chemistry: Workers, Jobs, 
Toxics and the Future of the Chemical Industry, A Discussion Paper for Chemical Industry Workers and Allies,” Labor Network for 
Sustainability, 2014, http://labor4sustainability.org/files/pdf_badchemistry.pdf   

http://labor4sustainability.org/files/pdf_badchemistry.pdf
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Use the tools of macroeconomic policy 

Use the powers of government to rectify past and present 
injustices 

           While neoliberalism has  
           condemned Keynesian 
macroeconomic policies 
designed to provide full 
employment, the 
abandonment of such 
regulation of the economy as 
a whole led to the deepest 
economic crisis since the 
Great Depression and an 
ongoing aftermath of income 
polarization and 
impoverishment for working 
people.

“ 

” 
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Protect low-income energy consumers 

8 Jacqui Patterson, Just Energy Policies: Reducing Pollution and Creating Jobs, NAACP 2013. http://www.southeastsdn.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/Just-Energy-Policies-Reducing-Pollution-and-Creating-Jobs.pdf  

           Full employment and 
           good, stable jobs that 
protect the climate provide 
part of the basis for the GND. 
But it must also provide a 
jobs pipeline for those 
individuals and groups who 
have been denied equal 
access to good jobs.

“ 

” 

http://www.southeastsdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Just-Energy-Policies-Reducing-Pollution-and-Creating-Jobs.pdf
http://www.southeastsdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Just-Energy-Policies-Reducing-Pollution-and-Creating-Jobs.pdf
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Empower community-led initiatives 

9 Arjun Makhijani, Christina Mills, and Annie Makhijani, “Justice in Maryland’s Residential and Rnewable Energy Sectors,” Institute for 
Energy and Environmental Research, October 2015, p. 10. http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-
Report-Oct2015.pdf  
10 Arjun Makhijani, Christina Mills, and Annie Makhijani, “Justice in Maryland’s Residential and Rnewable Energy Sectors,” Institute 
for Energy and Environmental Research, October 2015. http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-
Report-Oct2015.pdf Text has been abbreviated and reordered for concision.  
11 Arjun Makhijani, “Beyond a Band-Aid,” Labor Network for Sustainability. http://www.labor4sustainability.org/articles/beyond-a-
band-aid/  

http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-Report-Oct2015.pdf
http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-Report-Oct2015.pdf
http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-Report-Oct2015.pdf
http://ieer.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RenMD-EnergyJustice-Report-Oct2015.pdf
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/articles/beyond-a-band-aid/
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/articles/beyond-a-band-aid/
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Democratize democracy 

12 “Just Energy Policies: Reducing Pollution and Creating Jobs,” NAACP, February, 2014, presents such requirements as a vehicle for 
racial and economic justice, http://action.naacp.org/page/-
/Climate/JustEnergyPolicies%20Compendium%20EXECUTIVE%20SUMMARY%20FINAL%20FEBRUARY%202014.pdf. 
13 For an approach based on two agencies, one similar to the War Production Board, the other serving a planning and oversight 
function, Laurence L. Delina and Mark Diesendorf, “Is wartime mobilization a suitable policy model for rapid national climate 
mitigation?” Energy Policy, July 2013. Available at  http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103    

http://action.naacp.org/page/-/Climate/JustEnergyPolicies%20Compendium%20EXECUTIVE%20SUMMARY%20FINAL%20FEBRUARY%202014.pdf
http://action.naacp.org/page/-/Climate/JustEnergyPolicies%20Compendium%20EXECUTIVE%20SUMMARY%20FINAL%20FEBRUARY%202014.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421513002103
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Part 2: Mobilize labor 

14 Jeremy Brecher, Ron Blackwell, and Joe Uehlein, “If Not Now, When? A Labor Movement Plan to Address Climate Change,” New 
Labor Forum, July 29, 2014. http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/NLF541793_REV1.pdf  

           Government took the  
           leading role in the rapid 
expansion of education, 
training, child care, and 
housing for the new 
workforce.

“ 
” 

http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/NLF541793_REV1.pdf
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Leave no worker behind 

15 Arjun Makhijani, “Beyond a Band-Aid: A Discussion Paper on Protecting Workers and Communities in the Great Energy Transition,” 
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research and Labor Network for Sustainability, 
http://labor4sustainability.org/files/pdf_06142016_final.pdf.  
16 For a fuller account of just transition policies, see Jeremy Brecher, “A Superfund for Workers: How to Promote a Just Transition and 
Break Out of the Jobs vs. Environment Trap,” Dollars and Sense November/December 2015. http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/1115brecher.pdf. For the Washington state initiative measure spelling out just transition policies see 
“Initiative Measure No. 1631” at https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/finaltext_1482.pdf   

           Generally, jobs should  
           be made available in 
the locations where workers 
are or want to be using their 
existing skills and providing 
comparable wages and 
conditions.

“ 
” 

http://labor4sustainability.org/files/pdf_06142016_final.pdf
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/1115brecher.pdf
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/1115brecher.pdf
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/initiatives/finaltext_1482.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

17 Healthy CT Alliance, “Worker Protection Demands for Coal Retirement Campaigns,” http://www.healthyctalliance.org.  
18 Green Growth, p. 310. 
19 Kristen Sheeran, Noah Enelow, Jeremy Brecher, Brendan Smith, The Keystone Pipeline Debate: An alternative Job Creation 
Strategy, Economics for Equity and Environment and Labor Network for Sustainability. 
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/files/__kxl_main3_11052013.pdf  
20 Arjun Makhijani, “Beyond a Band-Aid: A Discussion Paper on Protecting Workers and Communities in the Great Energy Transition,” 
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research and Labor Network for Sustainability.  

           The Green New Deal  
            will establish community 
and worker protection funds to 
collect money in advance to 
replace taxes and fees paid by 
fossil fuel facilities and to 
invest in good jobs in affected 
communities.

“ 

” 

http://www.healthyctalliance.org/
http://www.labor4sustainability.org/files/__kxl_main3_11052013.pdf
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21 "Beyond a Band-Aid.”  
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            Community just  
            transition plans can 
learn from the highly 
successful process that helped 
local communities adjust to the 
disruption and job shifting that 
resulted from the closing of 
military bases under the Base 
Realignment and Closing 
Commission (BRAC).

“ 

” 
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Guarantee jobs for all 

22 For Nordic welfare systems see Jeremy Brecher, “Labor, Sustainability, and Justice,” Labor Network for Sustainability, August 17, 
2011, http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/labor-sustainability-and-justice.pdf ; 
23 Principal proposals for a jobs guarantee include “Sunrise Jobs Guarantee Policy Primer,” Sunrise Movement, April 2018. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11NIA3s87CiQugpbzt3sJXkw3d10YKF0m9rjrrqpYAYA/edit ; 
Pavlina R. Tcherneva, “The Jobs Guarantee: Design, Jobs, and Implementation” Levy Economics Institute, April, 2017. 
http://www.levyinstitute.org/pubs/wp_902.pdf   
Mark Paul, William Darity, Jr., and Darrick Hamilton, “The Federal Job Guarantee – A Policy to Achieve Permanent Full Employment” 
commissioned by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. https://www.cbpp.org/research/full-employment/the-federal-job-
guarantee-a-policy-to-achieve-permanent-full-employment.    

 

 

 

            To counter the insecurity 
            of working class life in 
general and the specific fear 
that climate protection may 
lead to job loss, climate 
protection policies need to 
incorporate the principle of a 
job for everyone who wants 
one.

“ 

” 

http://www.labor4sustainability.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/labor-sustainability-and-justice.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11NIA3s87CiQugpbzt3sJXkw3d10YKF0m9rjrrqpYAYA/edit
http://www.levyinstitute.org/pubs/wp_902.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/full-employment/the-federal-job-guarantee-a-policy-to-achieve-permanent-full-employment
https://www.cbpp.org/research/full-employment/the-federal-job-guarantee-a-policy-to-achieve-permanent-full-employment
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24 Pavlina R. Tcherneva, “The Jobs Guarantee: Design, Jobs, and Implementation.” 
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25 Pavlina R. Tcherneva, “The Jobs Guarantee: Design, Jobs, and Implementation.” 

            The JG, unlike many 
            social policies that aim 
to “raise the bottom,” will 
directly benefit the millions of 
people who are currently 
outside the workforce.

“ 
” 
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26 Pavlina R. Tcherneva, “The Jobs Guarantee: Design, Jobs, and Implementation.” 
27 For an extensive listing of jobs that might be suitable for a “green jobs guarantee,” see Greg Carlock, “A Green New Deal,” Data for 
Progress, September 2018, p. 18. 



18 STRATEGIES FOR A 
GREEN NEW DEAL 

 

 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aa9be92f8370a24714de593/t/5ba14811032be48b8772d37e/1537296413290/GreenNewDe
al_Final_v2_12MB.pdf  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aa9be92f8370a24714de593/t/5ba14811032be48b8772d37e/1537296413290/GreenNewDeal_Final_v2_12MB.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5aa9be92f8370a24714de593/t/5ba14811032be48b8772d37e/1537296413290/GreenNewDeal_Final_v2_12MB.pdf
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Ensure workers rights and good union jobs 

28 While in most instances public policy should aim to provide stable long-term employment, in the case of construction workers who 
normally work on relatively short-term jobs, it should include mechanisms to provide steady employment as workers move from 
project to project. 
29 Good Jobs First, “High Road or Low Road? Job Quality in the New Green Economy,” February 3, 2009, 
http://www.goodjobsfirst.org/sites/default/files/docs/pdf/gjfgreenjobsrpt.pdf recommends among other things that “green jobs” 
specify wage requirements for subsidies; wage standards and prevailing wage requirements for contractors; and web-based 
disclosure of company compliance. 

http://www.greenbiz.com/resources/resource/job-quality
http://www.goodjobsfirst.org/sites/default/files/docs/pdf/gjfgreenjobsrpt.pdf
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Part 3: Mobilize money and material resources 
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Capture the benefits of the transition to fossil free energy 

Make the polluters pay 

30 Sasha Abramsky, “This Washington State Ballot Measure Fights for Both Jobs and Climate Justice,” The Nation, July 20, 2018  
https://www.thenation.com/article/green-new-deal-evergreen-state/  

https://www.thenation.com/article/green-new-deal-evergreen-state/
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Cut wasteful and unnecessary spending 

Mobilize investment 

31 See Mary Christina Wood, Nature’s Trust (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014), “Recouping Natural Resource Damages,” 
p. 185ff. For a proposal on recouping natural resource damages at a global level, see Julie-Anne Richards and Keely Boom, Carbon 
Majors Funding Loss and Damage (Berlin: Heinrich Boll Foundation, 2014), 
http://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/carbon_majors_funding_loss_and_damage_kommentierbar.pdf  
32 Private investment in fossil fuel reducing activities has not been forthcoming even in many cases where such investments would 
have paid for themselves or even made a profit. A 2007 study by the McKinsey consulting firm found that the U.S. could rapidly cut 
28 percent of its greenhouse gases at fairly modest cost and with only small technological innovations. According to study director 

http://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/carbon_majors_funding_loss_and_damage_kommentierbar.pdf
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Jack Stephenson, “These types of savings have been around for 20 years.” But according to another research team member, “There is 
a lot of inertia, and a lot of barriers.” To give but one example, if tenants pay for their heating, landlords have no incentive to buy any 
but the cheapest, least energy efficient furnaces. Matthew L. Wald, “Study Details How U.S. Could Cut 28% of Greenhouse Gases,” 
New York Times, November 30, 2007. http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/30/business/30green.html See also LNS, The Clean Energy 
Future, for an analysis of the failure of private capital to invest in GHG-reduction. 
These findings raise doubts that policies that rely on charges for carbon emissions will in fact promote massive investment in climate 
protection activities.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/30/business/30green.html
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Support and fund a Global Green New Deal 

33 World Employment Social Outlook, Trends 2018 (Geneva: International Labor Office, 2018). For a fuller discussion of a global trust 
fund see Climate Insurgency, Chapter 9, “A Global Trust Fund for the Global Public Trust.” For an interesting historical precursor, see 
Brecher, Costello, and Smith, “Global Labor’s Forgotten Plan to Fight the Great Depression,” History News Network, March 22, 2009, 
http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/69169.  
34 Jeremy Brecher, Climate Insurgency, p. 103. 

http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/69169
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35 Brecher, Climate Insurgency, p. 104-7, for the use of Special Drawing Rights—“paper gold”—for a global climate protection fund. 
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Conclusion: “We Do Our Part” 

 




