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DECEMBER 5, 2016: A DECISIVE DATE IN THE FIGHT  

FOR STANDING ROCK 
WE MUST ACT NOW 

 
The Oceti Shakowin leadership and Water Protector allies continue to stand firm at the 
Oceti Sakowin Camp. Temperatures are plunging well below zero, innocent people are 
being jailed for trumped up charges and severely injured in violent attacks by law 
enforcement and mercenary security forces.  
 
The intense presence of the militarized police coupled with large scale surveillance and 
infiltration is startling even to seasoned organizers.  
 
Despite these conditions public outcry and support for the struggle against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline at Standing Rock is growing. Roughly 15,000 people joined the camp 
this past weekend and throughout the country there have been countless public actions, 
including 22 city council resolutions. Over two thousand war veterans will be arriving at 
Standing Rock in the next few days pledging to act as a human shield against the 
violent attacks against the Water Protectors.  
 
North Dakota Governor Jack Dalrymple and Morton County Sheriffs are using scare 
tactics to divert and disrupt the Oceti Sakowin Camp and deny the Water Protectors 
their civil rights. The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers has ordered that the Corp land that 
the Oceti Shakowin Camp occupies be cleared by December 5 or face citations and 
fines. The North Dakota Governor issued an executive order to vacate the camp due to 
extreme weather conditions. The Morton County Sheriff’s Department has backed away 
from plans to try to prevent food and supplies from reaching the camp by issuing $1,000 
fines for vehicles attempting such deliveries, but we do not know what other oppressive 
steps they might take.  Throughout this nation’s history, the U.S. government has used 
treacherous tactics against Native peoples. 
 
The fight against the Dakota Access Pipeline brings together two critically important 
struggles for environmental justice: the centuries long struggle for respect for the 
sovereignty of Native tribes and the global battle to curtail the climate crisis. These 
issues are intertwined, and the outcome of the struggle at Standing Rock will heavily 
impact what lies ahead on both fronts. 



 
Now is the time for our movement to expand on the wave of support from hundreds of 
tribes, city governments, faith based and community groups and non-Native allies that 
has unfolded around the country.  
 
 

THE STANDOFF AT STANDING ROCK IS ESCALATING  
THE SITUATION IS URGENT AND WE MUST ACT NOW 

 
 
WHAT WE CAN DO: 
Over the next few days, we ask that people across the country join us in making phone 
calls to the following: 
 

• Contact the White House. Call on President Obama to take immediate action to 
ensure the safety of the Water Protectors and reject the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
He needs to ask the Army Corp of Engineers to deny the pipeline permit. Call the 
White House today at 202-456-1111 or send a message to 
whitehouse.gov/contact. 

• Call your United States Senator: Urge them to pressure the Department of 
Justice to open a full-scale investigation into the human and civil rights abuses at 
Standing Rock. Call the Senate switchboard to be connected to your Senator: 
202-224-3121.  

• Call the Morton County Sheriff's Office: Demand that they immediately stop 
the violent attacks against water protectors. Call them at 701-328-8118. 

• Find out if your local Sheriff’s or Police Department is planning to go to 
North Dakota to support the assault against the Oceti Sakowin camp. If so, 
demand that they stand down. Some Sheriff’s Departments have already 
declared that they will not send their officers to Standing Rock due to public 
pressure. 

 
 
PLEASE ACT NOW  
We must send a message to Sheriff Kyle Kirchmeier, Governor Dalrymple and the 
CEO’s of Dakota Access - as well as Sunoco, the new owner of the pipeline - that their 
Bull Connor tactics will not work. We must also send a message to President Obama 
that now is the time for him take action and stand on the right side of history.  
 
 
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, the Oceti Shakowin leadership and the Water 
Protectors at Standing Rock stand for all of us. We must stand with them now more than 
ever.  
 
 


